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Abstract 
The Whakamanu Research Project aims to develop an archival organisation 

system specific to two hapū (collections of whānau; sub-tribal) and marae 

(traditional place of gathering) communities for taonga (treasures; tangible and 

intangible treasures) that belong to whānau (extended families) and hapū 

associated with Kauangaroa Marae and Rānana Marae. This research is 

facilitated by Te Atawhai o Te Ao, an Independent Kaupapa Māori Research 

Institute for the environment and health, based in Whanganui, Aotearoa (New 

Zealand). 

This project collaboratively works with hapū and marae communities to establish 

their own independently led archives, combining specific hapū and whānau 

appropriate methodologies and frameworks. Hapū and whānau specific 

frameworks were brought out through interviews with pahake (elders immersed 

in tikanga or correct and accepted practices), koroheke (elderly men), kuia 

(elderly women), and ahi kā (ancestral fires of occupation; those who reside on 

ancestral lands) of both marae and hapū communities. These interviews 

highlighted the need to incentivise uri (descendants) to return home, to better 

create connections between ‘home’ (the marae) and uri living away, and an 



apprehension to place all of their taonga online. Furthermore, the two marae 

communities raised further queries surrounding taonga preservation within the 

context of digitisation as well as repatriation. These issues include navigating 

data sovereignty, safeguarding knowledge online, and how to best accommodate 

the multi-layered contextual background of taonga online. Moreover, these 

enquiries have informed the next stages of taonga digitisation within the context 

of the marae-based archives for Kauangaroa Marae and Rānana Marae.  

Session overview 

The session will provide PowerPoint slides discussing the following: 

• He mihi – introduction of Meri Haami and Susie Wakefield.

• An overview of the Whakamanu Research Project and Te Atawhai o Te Ao.

• Introducing the two marae communities: Kauangaroa Marae and Rānana

Marae within the Whanganui region.

• The methodological frameworks of the Whakamanu Research Project.

• The research process of the Whakamanu Research Project.

• The insights, understandings and themes of the two marae communities

from the interviews.

• The establishing, arranging and developing of the two marae-based

archives.

• Future directions of the research within the context of digitisation.

After examining these areas of the Whakamanu Research Project, the session 

will conclude with questions and discussions. 

Glossary 

Ahi kā – ancestral fires of occupation; those who reside on ancestral lands  

Aotearoa – New Zealand 

Hapū – collections of whānau; sub-tribal  

Kaupapa Māori – Māori worldview of knowledge through Māori methodological 

and ethical frameworks 

Koroheke – elderly men 

Kuia – elderly women 

Māori – Indigenous peoples of New Zealand 

Marae – traditional place of gathering  

Pahake – elders immersed in tikanga or correct and accepted practices  



Taonga – treasures; tangible and intangible treasures 

Uri – descendants 

Whānau – extended families 

Whanganui – a region located within the lower North Island of New Zealand 

Biography 
Mai i Te Kāhui Maunga ki Tangaroa, ko au te Awa ko te Awa ko au. Ko Te Āti Haunui-a-Pāpārangi, 

ko Ngāti Rangi ngā iwi. Ko Ngāti Ruaka, ko Ngāti Hine-kōrako ngā hapū. Ko Rānana, ko Te Pou o 

Rongo ngā marae. Ko Meri Haami taku ingoa. Meri Haami is the project co-ordinator and one of 

the researchers for the Whakamanu Research Project, overseeing consultation with hapū 

associated with Rānana Marae. Meri Haami is also a doctoral student studying the relationship 

between the Whanganui River, Rānana Marae and waiata through a Kaupapa Māori and 

ecomusicological lens with Te Herenga Waka – Victoria University of Wellington. 

Ko Paekowhai te maunga. Ko Whangaehu te awa. Ko Kurahaupō te waka. Ko Ngā Wairiki/Ngāti 

Apa te iwi. Ko Ngāti Huru Te Ra te hapū. Ko Kauangaroa te marae. I te taha o tōku māmā, e 

whakapapa hoki ana ahau ki te iwi o Te Āti Haunui-a-Pāparangi. Ko Te Aomarama te marae. Ko 

Susie Wakefield tōku ingoa. Susie Wakefield supports the Whakamanu Research Project as a 

researcher and is also a registered nurse.  Susie Wakefield is enrolled as a Master’s student with 

Te Herenga Waka – Victoria University of Wellington, to investigate Māori nurse leaders’ 

experiences in leadership. 


