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Aotearoa New Zealand has to date avoided the extreme consequences of COVID-
19, which internationally has uncovered how health systems and societies 
differentially value people and groups. However inequality exists in NZ and many 
of these values and mechanisms still operate not only within our society and but 
also within our health system. We will investigate, expose and discuss the ethics 
of rationing health care in a racialised society - critiquing the use of prioritisation 
tools in medicine about who gets access to technology like ventilators and ICU.  

By doing so it will highlight the health inequities that already exist but which 
would be exacerbated by COVID-19, and bring into the light issues of relevance 
to government, health professionals, researchers and communities across 
Aotearoa. 

Discussions about the allocation of health resources in the pandemic have 
highlighted the broader issue of how prioritisation has become a routine and 
embedded part of healthcare in Aotearoa New Zealand. Increasingly, healthcare 
decision-making involves algorithmic approaches and/or automated tools, often 
claimed to be more fair or neutral. Yet decision-making tools are not ‘value-free’ 
– they necessarily reflect the values and contexts of the societies and 
institutions within which they are produced. This presentation will explore the 
(unspoken) values that sit behind tools such as those proposed to allocate ICU 
beds during the pandemic, and consider how they reproduce colonial values and 
ethics.  
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Professor Tahu Kukutai6 (Ngāti Tiipā, Ngāti Kinohaku, Te Aupōuri) - University of 
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Tahu is the incoming Co-Director of Ngā Pae o te Māramatanga and is Professor 
of Demography at the National Institute of Demographic and Economic Analysis, 
University of Waikato. She specialises in Māori and Indigenous demographic 
research and has written extensively on issues of Māori population change, Māori 
identity, official statistics and ethnic and racial classification. She is a founding 
member of the Māori Data Sovereignty Network Te Mana Raraunga and the 
Global Indigenous Data Alliance. She co-edited the landmark book Indigenous 
Data Sovereignty: Toward an Agenda (ANU Press) and a forthcoming edited 
volume Indigenous Data Sovereignty and Policy (Routledge).Tahu has 
undertaken research for numerous iwi, Māori communities, and Government 
agencies, and is a member of the Chief Science Advisor Forum. She was 
formerly a journalist and has degrees in History, Demography and Sociology 
from The University of Waikato and Stanford University. 
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at Te Kupenga Hauora Māori, University of Auckland.  
She is convenor of the postgraduate papers MAORIHTH 710 
Kaupapa Māori Theory, and MAORIHTH 709 Transformative 
Research for Māori Health, and teaches into other 
undegraduate and postgraduate papers in the Faculty of 
Medical and Health Sciences. She is also an active member of 
Tōmaiora Research Centre within Te Kupenga Hauora Māori. 
Donna has a joint position as a researcher at Te Rōpū 
Rangahau Hauora a Eru Pōmare, University of Otago 
Wellington. 
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